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the Elamites, by giving to Uminan-minanu the
treasures of the ancient temple of E-sagila as
a bribe. Political necessities had surely made
strange bedfellows when the Elamites, who so
recently had been invaders and plunderers in
Babylonia, were now chosen friends to strengthen
a Chaldean upon a Babylonian throne. With the
Elamites were found as allies peoples of many
places which had been organized as Assyrian prov-
inces but a short time before. Among these were
Parsua, Ellipi, and the Puqudu, the Garnbuli, and,
most interesting of all, Sainunu, the son of Mero-
dach-baladan, who had revenge in his heart beyond
a doubt, and was glad of an opportunity to meet his
father's enemy. The allies came down into Baby-
lonia, and Sennacherib's historiographer waxed elo-
quent as he thought of that great array. They
were " like a great swarm of locusts."' " The dust
of their feet was like a storm by which the wide
heavens are covered with thick clouds."' In 691
Sennacherib met the combined armies at Khalul&a
The description of the battle as the Annals have
preserved it is one of the most thrilling in all As-
syrian literature." Words of blood and fire are
heaped one upon the other to set forth the over-
whelming might of the great king's opponents and

J Taylor Prism, v, 43.
* Ibid,, 45-47.

3 Billerbeck (Oeogrrapkisehe Unttrsuchmgen, p. 11, note 1; Susa, p, 90)
locates Khalul6 on the left bank of the Diyala, perhaps on the site where
Hebhcb now stands.

4 See Eaupt, "The Battle of HalulO," Andovw Itevicw, 1887, pp. 842, ff.